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AFGHANISTAN. 26 Mar.—The King in Teheran (see Persia). 


ARAB LEAGUE. 25 Mar.—Statement by King Abdullah (see Fordan), 

27 Mar.—The Council of the Arab League resumed discussions jn 
Cairo. The Gaza ‘Government’ was invited to attend. 

28 Mar.—Statement by Government of Jordan (see Jordan). 

29 Mar.—The meeting was attended by the Jordanian Minister in 
Cairo and also by three representatives of the Gaza ‘Government’. 

1 Apr.—The Council, including Jordan, agreed unanimously to expel 
any member negotiating a separate peace with Israel. It was also agreed 
that the existing policy towards Spain should be maintained and that 
every effort should be made to bring the Anglo- Yemen negotiations on 
the Aden border to a successful conclusion. 


ARGENTINA. 23 Mar.—The Government received a British Note 
rejecting their request for a 40 per cent increase in the price of meat 
to compensate for the devaluation of sterling and asking them to fulfil 
the terms of the June 1949 agreement by allowing the transfer of out- 
standing financial payments to Britain and facilitating the import from 
Britain of ‘non-essential’ goods. 

27 Mar.—The Foreign Minister announced the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the meat talks with Britain. 

5 Apr—Mr Acheson on improved Argentine-U.S. relations (see 
United States). 


AUSTRALIA. 23 Mar.—Strikes. Mr Menzies, Prime Minister, told 
Parliament that in consequence of a series of Communist-sponsored 
strikes in the port of Brisbane a proclamation had been issued under 
the Crimes Act declaring the existence of a ‘serious industrial distur- 
bance’ threatening interstate and overseas trade. (This act provided 
penalties of imprisonment and deportation for participation in or 
encouragement of strikes in the essential services.) The Government 
would fight any attempt by the Communists to impose their will and 
were determined not to compromise. 

25 Mar.—Strikes. Mr Menzies, Prime Minister, broadcast an appeal 
to the Brisbane waterside workers to end their strikes. 

27 Mar.—Strikes. The Brisbane strikers were advised by their union 
to return to work pending a special congress on 16 May. 


BELGIUM. 23 Mar.—The Ministers of State, last convened on the 
eve of the war in 1914, met to discuss the political crisis. 

24 Mar.—Count Carton de Wiart gave up his attempt to forma 
Government. 

Students demonstrated in Brussels against King Leopold. 

25 Mar.—M. Devéze, the Liberal deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defence in the late Cabinet, agreed to try to form a Govern- 
ment. 

28 Mar.—The Christian Social members of Parliament announced 
that none of them would agree to enter a Government whose programme 
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did not include the immediate convening of a joint meeting of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate to end the Regency. 

A meeting of eighty members of Parliament of the Walloon region and 
the Brussels district, not attended by the Walloon Christian Social 
members, passed a motion expressing determination to oppose the 
King’s return. 

30 Mar.—M. Deveze said that the Christian Socialists had failed to 
agree to his compromise plan that King Leopold should return to the 
throne temporarily and then abdicate in favour of his son, Prince 
Baudouin. 

31 Mar.—Atlantic Pact. It was announced that the Regent had 
ratified the bilateral military aid agreement with the U.S.A. 

3 Apr.—M. Deveze was received by King Leopold at Pregny, near 
Geneva. A statement issued later said that the King had confirmed the 
views he had expressed on 16 March. 

4 Apr.—M. Deveze announced that he had given up the attempt to 
form a Government. He said that many people he had consulted were 
convinced of the necessity of conciliation on the Royal question but 
were surrendering to party discipline. The result was political chaos. 

5 Apr.—M. van Zeeland, a Christian Social leader who was Minister 
of Foreign Affairs in the last Government, accepted the Regent’s 
invitation to try to form a Government. He said he proposed to form 
a Cabinet that would obtain a vote of confidence in the House of 
Representatives and the Senate separately before convening a joint 
session of the Chamber to decide on the King’s return. 

M. Pirenne, the King’s secretary, went to see the King at Pregny, 
Switzerland. 

It was learned that the Socialist trade unions had issued a fresh 
warning against the King’s return. 


BOLIVIA. 26 Mar.—The Government announced that it had broken 
up a foreign-directed Communist revolutionary movement which had 
planned a series of uprisings throughout the country. Twenty-five 
persons had been arrested. Three Cominform agents who had escaped 
arrest were believed to be at large in La Paz. 


BULGARIA. 3 Apr.— Yugoslavia. Twenty-six Bulgarians and Yugo- 
slavs were found guilty of being members of a Trotskyist subversive 
centre in Yugoslavia organized by Marshal Tito and which aimed at 
overthrowing or weakening the Bulgarian Government. They were 
sentenced to prison terms ranging from life to fifteen months. 


BURMA. 23 Mar.—British short-term loan (see Great Britain). 
24 Mar.—Commonwealth loan (see Great Britain). 


CANADA. 27 Mar.—Mr St Laurent, Prime Minister, speaking in 
Toronto said that Canada could not escape the consequences of world 
events and reaffirmed that the only hope of security lay in a system of 
combined defence with other nations. In Canada, as in other free 
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CANADA (continued) 
countries, the best possible balance must be struck between the pro- 
vision of immediate military strength and lasting potential strength, 
military, industrial, and economic. Canada’s economic potential gave 
her a place in world affairs immediately after the great Powers and this 
involved special responsibilities. Another important factor in winning 
the cold war was to demonstrate the superiority of the democratic way 
of life over that of the totalitarian Powers. 

28 Mar.—Budget. Mr Abbott, Minister of Finance, presenting the 
Budget to Parliament, said that he expected a surplus of $111 m. at the 
end of the current fiscal year—$24 m. more than originally forecast. 
This surplus was partly due to benefits from abnormal post-war credits 
and receipts. The dollar exchange reserves had increased by over 
$87 m. in the first quarter of 1950, reaching a total of $1,204 m. Expen- 
diture for the coming year was estimated at about $2,438 m. and revenue 
at about $2,549 m. Reviewing the country’s foreign trade he said that 
total exports had been sustained at a high level and were valued at just 
under $3,000 m. for the twelve months ended on 28 February. Exports 
to the U.S.A. had increased by $600 m. during the past three years and 
exports to Britain during the past eight months were at an annual level 
of about $700 m. Increased imports from overseas would be welcomed 
by all but they must be at competitive prices and of a suitable kind. It 
was impossible to continue indefinitely the special measures which had 
been taken since the end of the war to help oversea suppliers to sur- 
mount their difficulties. Nor could these temporary devices be con- 
verted into permanent policies. But the Government’s policy remained 
to encourage as large an increase of oversea imports as possible within 
the framework of their international obligations. 


CHINA. 26 Mar.—The central executive committee of the Communist 
Party issued a directive urging all party members to ‘extend and 
strengthen their links with the masses of the people and with non- 
party democrats’. It quoted Mao Tse-tung as having declared nine 
years earlier that the motives of the party were purely disinterested and 
that it should not run counter to the people’s will. 

27 Mar.—Dutch recognition of Peking Government (see Netherlands). 

A Communist division was wiped out when trying to land on Hainan 
Island, according to Nationalist reports. 

Sino-Soviet agreements on development of Sinkiang resources and on 
establishment of joint civil aviation company (see U.S.S.R.). 

28 Mar.—The Nationalists announced that they had smashed the 
first major Communist invasion of Hainan Island and landed a raiding 
force of their own at Nanhwei on the mainland. 

Famine. Gen. Chiang Kai-shek broadcast an appeal for foreign help 
for the starving millions on the mainland. 

Three hundred American light armoured vehicles, bought from funds 
appropriated in 1948 to help China, were unloaded in Formosa. 

30 Mar.—Statement on violation of Portuguese territorial waters near 
Macao (see Portugal). 


pr 
th 
CI 
Pe 
in\ 
So 
an 
air 
iss' 
tio 
Gc 
obs 
sul 
inc 
cra 
cer 
len 
Co 
Jap 
CC 
in | 
dol 
CO 
me 
ber 
asi 
2 
of 1 
3 
dec 
in i 
wol 
cus: 
and 
the 
met 
Ass 
tim 
but 

> 


23 MARCH 1950— 5 APRIL 1950 201 


Famine. Peking radio announced that the Central Government had 
promulgated a series of administrative measures to centralize and unify 
the collection, storage, and distribution of grain. 

31 Mar.—British statement on Hong Kong and also on grounded 
Chinese aircraft (see Great Britain). 

1 Apr.—Hong Kong. Seven of the planes recently awarded to the 
People’s Government were damaged by time bombs at Kaitak airfield. 

2 Apr.—The Nationalists reported the smashing of two further 
invasion attempts on Hainan Island. 

3 Apr.—A Nationalist Air Force statement said that four or five 
Soviet aircraft had shot down one Nationalist plane and damaged 
another the previous day near Shanghai. It added that many Russian 
aircraft had recently arrived at Hsuchow, 160 miles north of Nanking. 

5 Apr.—Mr Acheson on famine relief (see United States). 

Mr George Yeh, Foreign Minister of the Nationalist Government, 
issued a statement in Taipeh charging Russia with ‘definite participa- 
tion in the military action of the Chinese Communists’ and said that his 
Government would ask the United Nations to send a naval and air 
observation group to China to investigate these charges. Unidentifiable 
submarines had recently been sighted in various parts of the Pacific, 
including the Yellow Sea, and increasing numbers of Soviet fliers, air- 
craft, and technicians had been arriving in various cities in north and 
central China. A large number of former Japanese and former U.S. 
lend-lease aircraft were being used by the Communists. He denied 
Communist charges that the Nationalists were using American and 
Japanese military pilots. 


COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE. 28 Mar.—Discussions opened 
in London between Commonwealth representatives on the allocation of 
dollar oil among sterling area countries. 


COUNCIL OF EUROPE. 23 Mar.—The General Affairs Committee, 
meeting in Strasbourg, received a report from the International Cham- 
ber of Commerce which declared itself strongly in favour of establishing 
a single European market with freely exchangeable currencies. 

24 Mar.—The committee ended its session after adopting a number 
of resolutions for submission to the permanent committee. 

30 Mar.—The Committee of Ministers, meeting in Strasbourg, 
decided to invite the Governments of Western Germany and the Saar 
in identical terms, to become associate members of the Council. The 
only conditions attached were those contained in the Statute. Germany 
would have eighteen seats on the Council and the Saar three. In dis- 
cussion on the question of improving the liaison between the Committee 
and the Assembly Mr Bevin, the British Foreign Secretary, proposed 
the setting up of a permanent joint committee composed of seven mem- 
members of the Committee of Ministers and seven members of the 
Assembly’s standing committee. It would meet in Strasbourg at such 
times as joint consultations were considered necessary by either House, 
but would have no voting or executive power. 
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COUNCIL OF EUROPE (continued) 
. Mr Clinton Knox of the U.S. State Department, arrived in Stras- 
ourg. 

31 Mar.—The Committee of Ministers agreed that four of their 
members should join with M. Spaak and four members of the standing 
committee of the Consultative Assembly to consider proposals for 
strengthening the links between the two Houses. The standing com. 
mittee welcomed the arrangement and the first joint meeting took place 
later. 

1 Apr.—The Committee of Ministers held their final meeting. A com- 
muniqué issued later said that a sub-committee of the Committee of 
Ministers was to be set up in Paris under the Turkish Ambassador to 
consider, with representatives of the O.E.E.C., the complex problem of 
relations between the Consultative Assembly and the O.E.E.C. The 
Ministers had also decided to reply to the Assembly’s economic recom- 
mendations by transmitting to it the observations they had received 
from the O.E.E.C. In social affairs the Ministers had decided to appoint 
a committee of experts to consider the possibility of extending to all 
member nations the social security convention adopted by the Brussels 
Treaty Powers. They had also agreed to submit to a committee of high 
officials the question of the political and legal implications involved in 
the proposed human rights convention. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 23 Mar.—Mr Nosek, Minister of the Interior, 
told Parliament that Czech political refugees were being trained as 
spies in western countries and sent back equipped with weapons. He 
appealed for increased vigilance. 

24 Mar.—It was announced that Dr Cepicka had resigned his post 
as secretary-general of the Central Action Committee of the National 
Front ‘for reasons of over-work’ and would be succeeded by Dr John. 

28 Mar.—Mr Fierlinger, deputy Prime Minister, attacked the 
‘Western war-mongers’ in a broadcast and called for vigilance against 
‘the spies and agents with which the imperialists are fighting us’. 

29 Mar.—It was announced that Mr Polowetzky, a U.S. journalist, 
had been ordered to leave the country because of his alleged lack of 
objectivity in reporting and because his staff was a ‘hot-bed of anti- 
State activity and espionage’. 

31 Mar.—The expulsion of Mr Higgins, another U.S. journalist, was 
announced. 

3 Apr.—Espionage Trial. A Court at Hradec Kralove sentenced 
about thirty persons to prison terms ranging from life to six years for 
activities in connection with the illegal group ‘I.L.A.’. Among the 
accused was the personal secretary to Bishop Picha of Hradec Kralove. 

5 Apr.—Espionage Trial. Ten members of Catholic monastic orders 
were sentenced by a Prague court to prison terms ranging from life to 
two years on charges of treason and espionage on behalf of the Vatican 
and the United States. 


EGYPT. 3 Apr.—It was announced that Hussein Sirry Pasha had 
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resigned his post as Chief of the Royal Cabinet and had been succeeded 
as acting Chief by Hassan Yussef Pasha. 

4 Apr.—King Farouk received the senior British officers of the three 
Services in the Middle East, the Egyptian Commander-in-Chief, and 
other British and Egyptian naval, army, and air officers. 


ERITREA. 28 Mar.—Two Italians were ambushed and killed three 
miles from Asmara by a gang of armed terrorists. 

30 Mar.—It was learned that the U.N. Commission had completed 
its investigations. 

An Italian was murdered by Shifta in a train between Keren and 
Asmara. The Chief Administrator decided to introduce a system of 
collective fining and the seizing of hostages as an anti-Shifta measure. 

31 Mar.—A curfew was imposed in Asmara following an outbreak of 
street fighting between British and Italian troops in which a British 
soldier was stabbed. 


EUROPEAN ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION. 25 Mar.—The 
consultative group of the O.E.E.C. met in Paris to consider changes in 
the structure of the organization. 

3 Apr.—Anglo-Scandinavian Committee. The first meeting of the 
committee, set up on 30 January, ended in Paris after a three-day 
session. 

4 Apr.—The Council of the O.E.E.C. met in Paris. Dr Stikker, the 
Dutch Foreign Minister, was elected chairman of the Council, a post 
he would combine with that of Political Conciliator. The consultative 
group was disbanded and certain other structural changes were made to 
give the O.E.E.C. machinery more continuous and concentrated 
political direction. A sub-committee of delegates representing three 
countries was appointed to meet the representatives of the Council 
of Europe. The Council heard reports from Dr Stikker on his activities, 
from Mr Rasmussen, the Danish Foreign Minister, on the development 
of the Anglo-Scandinavian regional group, and from M. Schuman, the 
French Foreign Minister, on the decisions of the Committee of 
Ministers of the Council of Europe concerning the relations between 
the Council of Europe and the O.E.E.C. Mr Harriman, the representa- 
tive in Europe of the O.E.E.C., spoke of the determination of the 
U.S.A. to help the participating countries to increase their exports to 
the dollar area and said that the appointment of Mr Gray, as Special 
Assistant to the President, was a significant move in this direction. 
Emphasizing the importance of the Point Four programme he said that 
the development of oversea territories should be extended to include 
not only U.S. investment but also long-term investment from all 
0.E.E.C. countries. In a special tribute to Britain he said that there was 
better understanding of the aims of the Marshall Plan in the U.K. than 
in any of the other O.E.E.C. countries. 


FRANCE. 25 Mar.—Strikes. The gas and electricity strike ended. 
26 Mar.—Foreign Policy. M. Schuman, Foreign Minister, addressing 
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FRANCE (continued) 
the national committee of the M.R.P. said that the organization of 
Europe was the principal constructive element in French policy. The 
time however was not yet ripe for considering a transfer of sovereignty; 
before that was possible the European Assembly must be granted the 
necessary moral authority and its relations with the Committee of 
Ministers must be improved. Germany’s adhesion to the Council of 
Europe was one of the chief conditions for a Franco-German under- 
standing and for this the question of the Saar was no obstacle. The 
German proposals for a Franco-German economic union were an 
improvisation that failed to take account of the political difficulties 
involved. Other important steps to be achieved were the development 
of the French union and ultimately the creation of an Atlantic com- 
munity which would rid the Atlantic Pact of some of its exclusively 
military features. 

27 Mar.—Strikes. A twenty-four-hour dockers’ strike called by the 
C.G.T., the Communist trade union, was generally obeyed. 

30 Mar.—M. Léon Blum, leader of the Socialist Party and a former 
Prime Minister, died near Paris. 

Meeting of Anglo-French Economic Committee (see Great Britain). 

2 Apr.—Communism. A five-day convention of the Communist party 
opened at Gennevilliers, near Paris, with a speech by M. Thorez, the 
secretary-general, criticizing both leaders and rank and file for ‘an 
unbelievable passiveness’. It was announced that current membership 
of the party was about 700,000. 

5 Apr.—Over a thousand Communists demons.rated outside the 
offices of Le Figaro, in protest against the publication of memoirs by a 
Nazi secret agent. Several policemen and demonstrators were injured 
and about sixty arrests were made. 


GERMANY. 23 Mar.—All-German Elections. The head of the press 
department of the east German Government said that the Bonn 
proposals were obviously inspired by the Americans and were intended 
to arrest the growth of the National Front. 

24 Mar.—The Federal Government decided to establish a number of 
Governmental agencies in Berlin. 

Lord Henderson, the British Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, visited Hamburg. 

Dr Schumacher, the Social Democratic leader in western Germany, 
condemned Dr Adenauer’s proposal for a Franco-German union as 
unrealistic and unacceptable. 

25 Mar.—Council of Europe. Three conditions required by the 
Federal Government for joining the Council of Europe and contained 
in a letter from Dr Adenauer, the Chancellor, to the High Commission 
were made public. They were: (1) that the Western Allies invite Ger- 
many to join in writing; (2) that they give a formal assurance that the 
Saar’s membership of the Council was provisional only and that the 
status of the Saar be examined at the final peace settlement; (3) that 
Germany’s status as an associate member be of only short duration 
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and that pending her acceptance as a full member she be represented 
on the Committee of Ministers by an observer. 

All-German Elections. Herr Dertinger, the east German Foreign 
Minister, speaking at Bitterfeld listed the following conditions for all- 
German elections: (1) return to the terms of the Potsdam agreement; 
(2) liquidation of the Bonn Government; (3) abolition of the Occupa- 
tion Statute; (4) return of the Saar territory to Germany; (5) abolition 
of the western currency; (6) withdrawal of all occupation troops. 

26 Mar.—M. Schuman’s speech (see France). 

27 Mar.—Refugees. The west German Parliament passed a Bill 
giving sanctuary to those refugees from Berlin and the eastern Zone 
who were in ‘imminent danger to life and limb and to personal free- 
dom’ or who were forced to leave for other urgent reasons. 

Admiral Sherman, chief of U.S. Naval Operations, conferred with 
Mr McCloy in Frankfurt and later went on to visit U.S. military head- 
quarters in Heidelberg. 

Eastern Germany. Price reductions on foodstuffs and manufactured 
goods came into effect. 

28 Mar.—Mr Bevin on German rearmament, and Germany and the 
Council of Europe (see Great Britain). 

Berlin. The U.S. authorities announced that agreement had been 
reached with the Bonn Government for the allocation to western Berlin 
of 250 m. west marks derived from counterpart funds in western 
Germany. Of this sum 20 m. marks would be spent on public works for 
each of the following four months. 

29 Mar.—Council of Europe. It was learned that Dr Adenauer had 
been informed by the High Commission that there was no legal validity 
to Germany’s claim to have an observer on the Committee of Ministers 
so long as she was only an associate member of the Council. 

A report issued by the U.S. High Commission on the Free German 
Youth movement, the Communist organization in the eastern Zone, 


_ said that membership was estimated at nearly 2 m. Units were being 
established in the police and leaders being trained in guerrilla warfare. 


30 Mar.—Western Germany. The High Commission agreed on the 
text of a new law regulating the control of prohibited and restricted 
industries under the Military Security Board. 

31 Mar.—Western Germany. Parliament passed a Social Democratic 
resolution, which had been opposed by Dr Adenauer, calling for the 
creation of a Federal Department for International Affairs. 

2 Apr.—Western Germany. In a letter to the Federal Chancellor, the 


_ High Commission emphasized its responsibilities under the Occupation 


Statute for imposing such controls on the production capacity of steel as 
‘it deems necessary for the interests of security’. In accordance with this 


_ policy it had been decided to require the licensing of blast furnaces and 


of equipment for the production of crude steel. While the total produc- 
tion of steel would continue to be limited to 11,100,000 tons yearly, the 
Germans might decide for themselves how much should be produced by 


_ individual plants. An assurance was given that the right of control 


would only be exercised when absolutely necessary. 
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GERMANY (continued) 

Mr McCloy on Soviet pressure in Germany (see United States). 

Dr Adenauer emphasized in an interview in Bonn the urgency of 
European union and said that a European Parliament with real power to 
act should be formed as soon as possible with Germany as a full mem- 
ber. He warmly approved Mr Churchill’s proposal for a partnership 
between Britain, France, and Germany. 

3 Apr.—Western Germany. Dr Adenauer speaking in Munich said 
that revenue for the current year was estimated at 8,000 m. marks, of 
which 5,200 m. would be spent on occupation costs. Such a situation 
was intolerable and explained why the Government were unable to find 
work for the unemployed. On the subject of Germany’s vulnerability to 
an attack from the east he said: ‘Those who disarmed us should take on 
the responsibility for our defence.’ Germany would welcome a recon- 
ciliation between East and West, but not at Germany’s expense. He 
also appealed for Germany’s admission as an equal partner to the 
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe. 

4 Apr.—Saar. The Saar Parliament ratified the five conventions 
recently signed with France by 47 votes to 1 (Communist). 

Mr McCloy on Germany and a United Europe (see Great Britain), 
5 Apr.—Mr Acheson’s statements (see United States). 
White Paper on industrial relations in Germany (see Great Britain). 


GREAT BRITAIN. 23 Mar.—Note to Argentina on fulfilment of trade 
agreement (see Argentina). 

Burma. The House voted a short-term loan of £500,000 to Burma for 
the financing of rice purchases. 

Admiral Sherman, Chief of U.S. Naval Operations, arrived in Lon- 
don for the first of a series of conferences with U.S. Navy chiefs in 
Europe. 

24 Mar.—Burma. It was announced that the Governments of Aus- 
tralia, Ceylon, India, Pakistan, and the U.K., had offered a £6 m. loan, 
effectively interest-free, to the Government of Burma for a period of 
two years (for U.K. share see p. 157). 

27 Mar.—Hungary. Mr Davies, Under-Secretary Foreign Office, 
told the House at question time that two officials had recently been with- 
drawn from Budapest because each had been declared persona non grata 
by the Hungarian Government and could therefore be deprived of his 
diplomatic privileges. H.M. Government had made it clear that the 
allegations on which their recall was requested were entirely unfounded. 
The matter was being studied but the Government did not wish to take 
hasty reciprocal action because more countries than Hungary were 
involved. 

Spain. Mr Davies reaffirmed that the Government would abide by the 
General Assembly resolution of 12 December, 1946 on Spain so long as 
it remained in force. 

Defence. Mr Strachey, Secretary for War, told the House in answer to 
questions that one of the main tasks in the field of defence was to raise 
the already substantial contribution being made to Western Union. In 
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the existing world situation an isolated Britain might well be indefen- 
sible but as a member of the regional security system afforded by the 
Atlantic Pact she was not only herself defensible but could also help 
towards building up a defensive system strong enough to avoid the 
possiblity of attack. 

Communism. The Communist Party issued a statement calling for an 
‘all-out sustained demand throughout the country to stop the war in 
Malaya’. 

Protest against new rouble exchange rate (see U.S.S.R.). 

28 Mar.—Foreign Policy. Mr Churchill, leader of the Opposition, 
speaking in the Commons, pledged his party’s support for the Govern- 
ment in foreign affairs as in the former Parliament. Returning to the 
question of allowing Germany to take part in western defence he said 
that he did not mean that Germany should be rearmed or the German 
Army recreated. But there was no reason why ‘British, U.S., French, 
and German soldiers should not stand in the line together on honour- 
able terms of comradeship as part of a combined system of defence’. His 
theme was a steady one—the building up of effective forces to resistance 
to tyranny and aggression in any form. There was no hope for a united 


' Europe without Germany and no hope for Germany except within a 
free and united Europe. Much depended on a Franco-German concilia- 


tion as an approach perhaps to some form of union and this in turn 


depended on Britain’s effective support of France. These three countries, 


forgetting ancient feuds could provide the ‘nucleus on which all the 
other civilized democracies of Europe . . . can one day rally and com- 


' bine’. Turning to relations with Russia he said he did not believe another 
' war was imminent or inevitable, for the penalties had grown to an 


extent undreamed of. But the situation was grave and he referred again 
to his Edinburgh appeal for talks on the highest level with Russia. 
Mr Younger, Minister of State, said that Soviet hostility was a fact 


' which could not be talked out of existence. The Soviet attitude could 


only be modified by the gradual building up of strong communities of 
free peoples whose faith in their own future would destroy the Com- 


' munist mirage of a short cut to prosperity. 


Mr Bevin, Foreign Secretary, said that Germany would be welcomed 
to the Council of Europe so long as she whole-heartedly accepted its 


statutes. But she could not legally act as an equal in the Council of 


Ministers until she had regained responsibility for foreign policy. He 


| was not prepared to violate this by any hybrid arrangement. The U.S.A., 
France, and Britain had set themselves against rearming Germany and 


that must stand. A decision to arm Germany would not contribute to an 


understanding with Russia and would retard a Franco-German 
rapprochement. 


Referring to questions by Mr Eden on the situation regarding the 
supply of oil to Haifa he said that diplomatic pressure had been used to 
persuade Iraq to reopen the pipe line but that she had refused. In his 
recent discussions in Egypt he had raised the matter of oil supplies 
coming through the Suez Canal and Nahas Pasha had absolutely 


declined to yield in view of the state of war still existing between the 
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Arabs and the Israelites. “The one handicap in dealing with the Israeli 
business is that practically none of the U.N. resolutions have been 
accepted by Israel.’ 

The hydrogen bomb was an even more fearful prospect than the 
atom bomb but that did not alter the essence of the problem. There 
could be no safety without a rigorous system of international inspection 
and control and on this point it had been impossible to reach agreement 
with Russia. Discussions would begin again as soon as possible but it 
was dangerous to enter into commitments of any kind unless every 
nation was willing to show its hand. Otherwise any one country might 
be held to ransom at any moment. He did not believe the atom bomb 
could be outlawed in the same way that gas had been under the existing 
convention. Britain could not move alone and he had therefore suggested 
to Mr Acheson an early meeting of the Council of the Atlantic Pact, 
An important factor in connection with this pact was the growing desire 
to operate Art. II which involved economic and political problems. Thus 
a concept which had grown out of defence against aggression was tur- 
ing to a constructive concept dealing also with economic development. 
He hoped that before long they would have evolved in such a way that 
a wider integration would take place without pressure from America. 

Economic Survey. The Economic Survey for 1949, published as ; 
White Paper (Cmd. 7915) showed that at current prices the gros 
national income had risen during the year by over {£500 m. to 
£12,834 m. The main problem was still the balance of payments 
Attainable aims for 1950 were:—an increase in dollar earnings, 
improved sales to other hard currency countries, the earning of gold 
from South Africa, larger receipts from shipping, substantial reductions 
in expenditure on many dollar commodities and their replacement from 
sterling and other sources. In general there was a reasonable possibility 
of achieving a general balance of oversea payments and making good 
progress towards closing the dollar gap, given the maintenance of world 
trade and the completion of the European Recovery Programme 3 
originally planned. It was of vital importance that the country should 
continue to follow the major economic and financial policies of the past 
three years—i.e. reasonable restraint in personal claims upon produc: 
tion, increased efficiency and lower costs in industry, and the elimina- 
tion of all waste in private and public sectors of the economy. 

Bechuanaland. Mr Gordon-Walker, Secretary for Commonwealth 
Relations, reaffirmed to the Commons the Government’s decision on 
Seretse Khama. 

Malaya. Mr Attlee, Prime Minister, reaffirmed to the Commons, in 
answer to a question, his statement of policy of 13 April last—that it was 
the Government’s intention to encourage steady progress towards self- 
government within the Commonwealth and not to relinquish their 
responsibility for the defence of Malaya and the protection of its law- 
abiding peoples. 

29 Mar.—Communism. The Lord Chancellor, replying in the Lords 
to a speech by Lord Vansittart on the dangerous expansion and infiltra- 


ti 
G 
st 
tc 
n 
m 
di 
at 
fir 
of 
al 
WwW 
fu 
R 
pe 
to 
cc 
A 
cc 
gi 
G 
ag 
et 
in 
om 
to 
el 
th 
re 
as 
G 
E 
he 
L 
— 


e Israeli 
ve been 


han. the 
There 
spection 
reement 
le but it 
3S every 
might 
n bom) 
existing 
gegested 
ic Pact, 
g desire 
s. Thus 
is turn- 
ypment. 
yay that 
merica, 
ed asa 
€ gross 

m. to 
yments, 
rnings, 
of gold 
uctions 
it from 
sibility 
g good 
f world 
ime as 
should 
he past 
roduc- 
imina- 


wealth 
ion on 


ons, in 
it was 
ls self- 
their 
s law- 


Lords 
filtra- 


23 MARCH 1950— 5 APRIL 1950 209 


tion of Communism in the public services and the Church said that the 
Government were taking all possible steps to counter the activities of 
subversive organizations and that no one connected with the Communist 
Party, whose reliability was in doubt, was being employed on work vital 
to the security of the State. He agreed it was right that there should be 
no complacency in this matter. 

30 Mar.—France. The twelfth meeting of the Anglo-French Econo- 
mic Committee in London reached agreement on the revision of the 
drawing rights granted by the U.K. to France and confirmed the 
arrangements affecting trade between the two countries in 1950. 

Israel. A financial agreement with Israel was signed in London which 
finally disposed of all the financial issues arising out of the termination 
of the Palestine Mandate. U.K. claims on Israel having been assessed at 
about {11,400,000 and Israeli claims on Britain at about £7,684,000 it 
was agreed that the balance of about £3,716,000 in favour of the U.K. 
would be settled by a cash payment by Israel of {1,118,000 and by 
funding £2,598,400 over fifteen years at 1 per cent interest. 

Protectorates. Mr Gordon-Walker, Secretary for Commonwealth 
Relations, told the House at question time that it was the Government’s 
policy to take all practicable steps to encourage the political development 
and economic advance of Bechuanaland, Swaziland, and Basutoland. 
He reaffirmed that there was no question of transferring the territories 
to South Africa until the inhabitants, African and European, had been 
consulted and Parliament had expressed its views. 

31 Mar.—Hong Kong. Mr Dugdale, Minister of State for Colonial 
Affairs, told the House at question time that the Government had never 
contemplated leaving Hong Kong. He also said that the Hong Kong 
court had ruled on 23 February that the seventy-one Chinese aircraft 
grounded in Hong Kong were the property of the Chinese People’s 
Government. The Chinese Nationalists and U.S. interests had appealed 
against this ruling and a hearing had been fixed for 28 April. The Gov- 
ernment would take no steps beyond those which insured that their 
international obligations were complied with. 

3 Apr.—Trade Agreement. A three-year trade and payments agree- 
ment with Paraguay was signed in London. Payments would continue 
to be made in sterling. 

West Indies. An order in Council embodying a new Constitution for 
Trinidad and Tobago was presented to Parliament. It provided for an 
elected majority in the Legislative Council and for a Speaker, instead of 
the Governor, to preside over the Council. Subject to the reserve 
powers vested in the Governor, the Legislative Council would be 
responsible for legislation. The Executive Council, with the Governor 
as chairman, would be ‘the principal instrument of policy’. The 
Governor would be authorized to appoint elected members of the 
Executive Council to take charge of such Government Departments as 
he might decide. When so appointed they would be called Ministers. 

Mr McCloy, the U.S. High Commissioner in Germany, arrived in 
London. 

4 Apr.—Sterling-Dollar Balance. Sir Stafford Cripps told the 
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Commons that during the first quarter of the year the sterling area had 
earned a net gold and dollar surplus of $40 m., compared with a deficit 
of $31 m. in the fourth quarter of 1949, and of $330 m. in the corres- 
ponding first quarter of 1949. Altogether the reserves had risen by 
$296 m. during the quarter, standing at $1,984 m. on 31 March com- 
pared with $1,688 m. on 31 December 1949. The improvement 
achieved during the first six months after devaluation was due partly to 
non-recurring factors and partly to policy decisions—i.e. the reduction 
of U.K. and sterling area imports from the dollar area, an improvement 
in the position with certain hard currency areas resulting mainly from 
devaluation, a substantial improvement of the U.K. position on invisible 
account, and the recovery of earnings from exports to the dollar area. He 
reafhirmed the Government’s determination to ensure that by the middle 
of 1952 Britain would be standing on her own feet. 

Germany. Mr McCloy, the U.S. High Commissioner in Germany, 
speaking at the Pilgrim’s dinner in London said that any discussion on 
Germany must deal with the split between East and West. The Soviets 
had done all they could to widen the gap and had consistently worked 
against four-Power unity. In their attempts to subjugate Germany the 
Russians were using the same methods as the Nazis, and in spite of their 
pledge to outlaw militarism they were training a German army under 
the guise of a police force. Their campaign was aimed primarily at 
Berlin. But the Communists would not succeed in taking the city; the 
western allies were fully determined to stay there. 

Western policy in Germany, directed towards the goal of security, 
aimed at maintaining effective controls against the revival of the Ger- 
man war machine—controls which would not be relinquished until the 
progressive forces were firmly established in the political and economic 
life of Germany—and at encouraging the growth of democracy. But this 
two-fold programme, though wise and necessary, was not enough. 
Security could not be achieved unless Germany were integrated into 
a united Europe. There were three main reasons for this. 1. Economic: 
with only half the area of pre-war Germany the Federal Republic had 
70 per cent of all Germany’s pre-war population, including 9g m. 
refugees from the East. He hoped they would be successful in their 
efforts to unite Germany, but even with unity Germany, in order to 
support her larger population, must build up an economy which might 
well be strong enough to be a potential threat to the security of her 
neighbours. This dilemma could only be solved by absorbing Germany 
into a broader European community. 2. Political: effective political 
machinery would be necessary both to ensure the freer flow of trade and 
the development of European markets and also to restrain nationalistic 
forces. 3. Spiritual: the German people needed some goal or ideal to 
which they could dedicate themselves. Without such hope they might 
again become victims of the demagogue. 

The need for a genuine European community was crucial, not only 
because of the east-west split but also on account of the deeper moral, 
political, and economic forces surging in Europe to-day. Prompt action 


{ 
{ 
( 
2 
( 
?P 
tv 
te 
re 
iG 
in 
G 
» m 
in 


a had 
leficit 
yrres- 
by 
com- 
‘ment 
tly to 
ction 
‘ment 
from 
isible 
1. He 
iddle 


nany, 
yn on 
»Viets 
orked 
y the 
their 
inder 
ily at 
the 


urity, 
Ger- 
il the 
omic 
t this 
ough. 
ymic: 
> had 
Q m. 
their 
er to 
night 
f her 
nany 
itical 
and 
listic 
al to 
night 


only 
oral, 
ction 


23 MARCH 1950— 5 APRIL 1950 211 


was necessary at this time when the west had the opportunity to unite 
for its own defence and when Germany was still in a formative stage. 
Advantage should be taken of the enthusiasm for unity now prevalent 
among the peoples of Europe and the U.S.A. Tomorrow that interest 
might decline and the opportunity would be lost. There were many 
difficulties involved but experience between the two wars had shown 
that palliatives would not do. This new western Europe was the best 
hope for peace. It threatened no one and by its existence would reduce 
the danger of armed conflicts. 

5 Apr.—Rhodesia. The Commonwealth Relations Office announced 
that in the course of discussions with Sir Godfrey Huggins it had been 
decided to appoint a U.K. High Commissioner in Southern Rhodesia. 

Atlantic Pact. Mr Shinwell, Minister of Defence, speaking to the 
Commons about the recent meeting of the North Atlantic Defence 
Committee said that ‘substantial progress’ had been made in the past 
six months. Many difficulties, including questions of finance and supply, 
lay ahead and the Defence Ministers had no illusions about the 
efforts that would be required to give effect to the strategic plans to 
which they had agreed. They also recognized that it would be important 
from time to time to give the fullest possible information about the 
state of the work and the progress being made. He reaffirmed the 
defensive nature of the plans and said there was no thought of preparing 
for war. He also denied press reports that there had been discussion at 
the Hague about the loyalty of the Secretary of State for War. 

Germany. The Foreign Office published a White Paper (Cmd. 7923) 
giving a survey of industrial relations in Germany since the war. 


GREECE. 23 Mar.—Government Changes. A new Government under 


_ Mr Venizelos, the Liberal Party leader, was sworn in consisting entirely 


of Liberals, in breach of the agreement with the other three centre 
parties, apart from the appointment as deputy Prime Minister and 


_ Defence Minister of Mr Canellopoulos, leader of the M.E.A. group. 


Two of the other seven Ministers were Mr Katsotas, Interior, and Mr 


_ Zaimis, Finance. 


28 Mar.—According to an announcement by the General Staff a 
patrol of soldiers was attacked near the Bulgarian border by about 
twenty Bulgarian soldiers who, after taking up positions in Greek 
territory, began to throw hand grenades. After the arrival of Greek 
reinforcements the Bulgarians were forced to withdraw. 

31 Mar.—U.S.A. The Government met to consider a letter from Mr 


_ Grady, the U.S. Ambassador, which said that a major improvement in 


_ Government efficiency was essential to the proper administration of 


U.S. aid. A broad and stable Government was necessary to combat 
inflation and encourage economic recovery. It was up to the Greek 
Government and Parliament to decide whether they wished to receive 
U.S. aid and thus accept the responsibilities to attain its purpose. 

1 Apr.—A meeting of the Liberal deputies agreed that the Govern- 
ment should be broadened by co-operation with the centre parties but 
insisted that any coalition must be based on the Liberals’ programme. 
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2 Apr.—Mr Canellopoulos resigned in order to facilitate the Prime 
Minister’s task in broadening the Government. 

Yugoslav statement on relations with Greece (see Yugoslavia). 

3 Apr.—Mr Venizelos was sworn in as Defence Minister. 


HUNGARY. 25 Mar.—The Government issued a decree to mark the 
fifth anniversary of the liberation from the Germans on 4 April granting 
an amnesty for persons serving short terms of imprisonment and for 
those who had left the country illegally and wished to return. Those 
suspected of conspiracy or espionage would not be affected. 

27 Mar.—British statement on recall of diplomats (see Great Britain). 

1 Apr.—Volksdeutsche. A decree was issued permitting the return of 
a number of Germans expelled in 1945. An official spokesman said that 
they would be guaranteed suitable employment and equal rights with 
the Magyars, and German peasants would be allowed to hold up to 
four hectares of land. 

3 Apr.—Marshal Voroshilov, representing the Soviet Union, and 
Mr Rakosi, the Hungarian Deputy Prime Minister, were the principal 
speakers at the opening celebrations in Budapest to mark the anniver- 
sary of the liberation of Hungary from the Germans on 4 April 1945. 
They spoke of the need to ‘frustrate the imperialists’ war plans’, and 
they both expressed confidence that Marshal Tito would soon be over- 
thrown and that Yugoslavia would return to the Soviet bloc. It was 
learned that delegations from all the countries in the eastern bloc, 
including eastern Germany, had arrived in Budapest. 


INDIA. 24 Mar.—Communal Unrest. It was learned that communal 
rioting had broken out again at several centres in West Bengal. In the 
Howrah area of Calcutta three people were killed when police opened 
fire. 

26 Mar.—Communal Unrest. An Englishman, Mr Cameron, was 
killed when the two servants with whom he was driving became in- 
volved in a riot near Calcutta. Seven arrests were made. 

27 Mar.—Communal Unrest. Howrah was placed under martial law 
following a number of violent incidents there and also in Serampore 
and Bally during the past two days. A West Bengal Government 
press note said that grave concern was felt at the callousness shown 
among certain sections of the people, leading to brutal crimes. 

28 Mar.—Mr Ali Khan on communal problems (see Pakistan). 

29 Mar.—Communal Unrest. Pandit Nehru told Parliament that in the 
forthcoming discussions with the Pakistani Prime Minister an attempt 
would be made to find an enduring solution to the communal problem. 
Referring to the disorders in West Bengal he expressed the Govern- 
ment’s ‘deep sorrow for these unhappy and deplorable occurrences, 
which bring discredit upon us’. There had been too much ‘wild talk and 
wild writing’ recently and the Government were determined not to 
tolerate further disorder and incitement to disorder. 

31 Mar.—Communal Unrest. It was learned that the situation in 
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Calcutta had been brought under control but that outbreaks of violence 
had occurred during the past few days at Alambazar, about nine miles 
north of the city. 

1 Apr.—The central Government took over from the States control of 
the Armed Forces, Posts and Telegraphs, Customs, and income tax. 

2 Apr.—Communal Unrest. Mr Liaquat Ali Khan, the Pakistani 
Prime Minister, arrived in Delhi and was met by Pandit Nehru and the 
High Commissioners of the U.K., Ceylon, Canada, and Australia. The 
two Prime Ministers later began discussions. 

3 Apr.—Communal Unrest. One person was killed when police opened 
fire on ‘some miscreants’ said to be responsible for arson in the Howrah 
district. 

4 Apr.—The Bombay police arrested twelve leading members of the 
All-India Hindu Mahasabha and of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
under the provisions of the Preventative Detection Act. 


INDO CHINA. 25 Mar.—Three members of the Viet Nam Govern- 
ment, the Minister of Defence, the Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, and the Under-Secretary of State for Health, resigned 
on the grounds that the Government had failed to carry out the policy 
proclaimed by the Emperor Bao Dai or to promote the reconstruction 
of the country. 

2 April.—It was learned that severe fighting had been proceeding in 
the past few days in the province of Tra Vinh, about ninety miles south- 
west of Saigon. It was understood that the rebels, who had cut all the 
roads leading to the area and attacked some of the fortified posts, had 
been counter attacked and checked. 

5 Apr.—It was officially announced in Saigon that about 400 rebels 
were estimated killed and many wounded in the operations in the Tra 
Vinh area. Contact had been restored with all the fortified posts. 


INDONESIA. 26 Mar.—It was learned that South Sumatra and the 
autonomous area of East Borneo had been merged with the Republic. 

28 Mar.—lIt was learned that demonstrations had occurred in the 
State of East Indonesia against proposals to merge the State with the 
central Republic. 

Dutch Army headquarters announced that 200 soldiers of the 
Netherlands Indonesian Army in the island of Ambon, who were 
waiting to be transferred to the Indonesian Army, had mutinied. 

1 Apr.—The first conference of Ministers of the Dutch-Indonesian 
Union ended in Jakarta after a week’s session. Among the agreements 
reached were the appointment of a commission to study the future of 
Dutch New Guinea; the terms of a Dutch loan of 200 m. Dutch guilders, 
redeemable in eleven and a half years, to provide for Indonesia’s deficit 
of payments with the Netherlands; creation of a joint cultural mission. 
A general payments agreement for the following six months was also 
signed. 

4 Apr.—The Federal Parliament adopted a motion by 75 votes to 11 
urging the merger of East Sumatra with the Republic. 
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INDONESIA (continued) 

It was learned that a number of people had been arrested in East 
Indonesia on charges of belonging to subversive organizations aiming at 
the overthrow of the Government. 

5 Apr.—The Government arrested Sultan Hamid II of West Borneo, 
a Minister without Portfolio, on a charge of implication in the Wester- 
ling revolt. 

Several hundred East Indonesian troops led by Capt. Abdul Aziz, 
a former lieutenant in the Netherlands Indonesian Army who had 
recently joined the Federal Army, revolted apparently in protest 
against the imminent arrival of about goo former Republican troops in 
East Indonesia as planned by the central Government. The rebellious 
troops attacked the headquarters and barracks of the Federal Army in 
Macassar, capital of East Indonesia, and encountering little resistance 
they soon had the city under their control. Col. Mokoginta, the local 
commander of the Federal Army, and a number of his officers and men 
were arrested. About 200 of these troops later escaped. 


INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST CONFERENCE. 26 Mar.—A 
conference of economic experts of the Social Democratic parties of 
Europe associated with Comisco opened at Wittin in the Ruhr. 


ITALY. 23 Mar.—Land Reform. Signor Segni, Minister of Agricul- 
ture, told a press conference that about 8,000 proprietors would be 
affected by the expropriations. The reform would apply to the whole of 
Italy and would relieve unemployment by giving regular work to an 
estimated 300,000 or 400,000 people. Before being granted definite 
possession of expropriated land prospective new peasant owners would 
have to work it for a trial period to prove their capabilities. 

Workers at San Severo, Foggia, decided to continue the strike in 
protest against the shooting of a worker in Parma. Road blocks were 
set up on the main roads leading to the town and the police who 
attempted to remove them were fired on. The rioting spread to the 
town and a total of ten carabinieri and one civilian were reported 
wounded. Later military reinforcements with armoured cars were 
sent to the area and brought the situation under control. Demonstra- 
tions also occurred at other towns in the province. 

24 Mar.—Treaty. A mutual friendship treaty between Italy and 
Turkey was signed in Rome. 

26 Mar.—Trieste. Count Sforza, Foreign Minister, issued a Note 
in reply to two speeches by Mr Kardelj, the Yugoslav Foreign Minister, 
declaring that a direct Italo- Yugoslav agreement on Trieste could only 
be based on the declaration by Britain, France, and the U.S.A. of 20 
March 1948, and recalling that the Prime Minister had already re- 
affirmed the full validity of this declaration. 

28 Mar.—Trade Agreement. A trade and payments agreement with 
Portugal was signed in Rome. 

The Christian Democrat trade union, the L.C.G.I.L., issued a state- 
ment recalling that since the beginning of the year a policy of violence 
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against free workers had been pursued on a large scale in the province of 
Bologna and elsewhere in northern and central Italy, and painting a 
picture of pressure amounting to terrorization. 

31 Mar.—E.R.P. It was learned that a report recently submitted by 
the Government to the O.E.E.C. showed that in spite of a certain 
improvement the country’s economic equilibrium was still ‘highly 
unstable’. This was due to several special conditions—the fact that the 
national income had not yet reached pre-war level owing to the need for 
increased industrial and agricultural production; the country’s depen- 
dence on imported raw materials; and the pressure exerted on Govern- 
ment finances by the investment programmes which amounted to 
1,000 milliard lire for the year 1950-51 and 1,200 milliard lire for the 
ten-year programme for the depressed areas. 

1 Apr.—Assumption of trusteeship in Somaliland (see Somaliland). 

2 Apr.—Italian resolution on Trieste (see Trieste). 

A two-day debate which ended in the Chamber showed the Com- 
munists and Nenni Socialists resolutely opposed to the new security 
measures which they described as unconstitutional. The cause of the 
disorders in Italy was not Communist provocation but the existence of 
misery. Signor Togliatti, the Communist leader, referring to the forth- 
coming landing of U.S. arms said the country was being pushed into 
war and it was the people’s duty to resist the Government’s policy by all 
means in their power. Signor Scelba, Minister of the Interior, said that 
Communist propaganda had reached an intolerable limit, and pointed 
out that in the first three months of the year over 400 members of the 
police had been injured. The misery of a part of the population was not 
the Government’s fault but a legacy of the past which the Communists 
were exploiting to render the life of the Government impossible. It was 
obvious that the disorders were part of a premeditated plan. 

4 Apr.—Count Sforza, Foreign Minister, told a press conference that 
the U.S.A. should demand the political unification of Western Europe 
as the price for further Marshall aid. Italy was ready to limit her 
sovereignty if the other countries would do the same. 

5 Apr.—Economic Policy. Signor Pella, Minister of the Treasury, told 
the Chamber that immense progress had been made in rebuilding the 
national economy and announced the reduction of the bank rate from 
4.5 to 4 per cent as one of several measures for encouraging investment. 
He outlined the Government’s policy as:—continued defence of the 
currency and achievement of a balanced Budget; encouragement for, 
and protection of savings; faith in private enterprise and its combination 
with State intervention; a programme of public and private investment 
to relieve unemployment; lowering of costs; co-operation between the 
Italian economy and a progressive European integration in which there 
would be an increasing liberalization of exchange and payments ‘with 
due regard to the needs of our own basic productive sectors’; continuous 
attention to the depressed areas; and action to bring about a better 
_ distribution of income. He also said that the development programme 
recently published by the C.G.I.L., though incomplete, opened up the 
possibility of co-operation in the approach to economic problems. 
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ITALY (continued) 

About 300 peasants at Banzi, near Piacenza, in southern Italy, 
kidnapped fourteen farmers and handed them over to the police, com- 
plaining that their wages had not been paid. They also searched the 
farmers’ houses for arms. Nine of the peasants were arrested and the 
police also held four of the farmers for illegal possession of arms. 


JORDAN, KINGDOM OF. 25 Mar.—Arab League. King Abdullah 
told a press correspondent that the Government had decided not to send 
a delegation to the forthcoming meeting of the Arab League until 
certain points had been clarified. It was true that in reply to a protest the 
Egyptian Government had promised to try to restrain the Egyptian 
press from its campaign of abuse against the Jordan Government. But 
it had been learned that the Arab League had invited representatives of 
the so-called ‘Government of all Palestine’ to attend its meetings and 
also that when discussing the Palestine problem any suggestion that 
Arab Palestine should accede to Jordan would be opposed. The Govern- 
ment strongly objected to both these gestures. 

The Arab League was failing in its original purpose—the forging of 
Arab unity. It needed reorganizing so that every member State should 
have an equal voice in policy and direction. It should not become the 
instrument of those who opposed closer union between member States 
nor should it be dominated by any one country or become divided into 
blocs. 

28 Mar.—Arab League. It was announced that the Jordanian Minister 
in Cairo would represent the Government at the meetings of the Arab 
League. At the first two meetings matters of vital importance to Jordan 
had been questioned to the detriment of Jordanian interests. The 
Minister would not take part in discussion of these matters but would 
join in the rest of the debates. 

4 Apr.—It was announced that groups of Communist Arabs had 
dually distributed pamphlets in Nablus (in the Jordan-held area of 
Palestine) calling for Jewish-Arab unity, and had demonstrated against 
the Arab League and King Abdullah. A large number of arrests had 
been made. 


KOREA. 28 Mar.—South Korea recognized by Thailand (see Thailand), 


LEBANON. 26 Mar.—It was learned that all imports from Syria had 
been prohibited as a reprisal for measures taken by Syria and that the 
frontiers between the two countries had been closed. 


MALAYA. 25 Mar.—Eighteen members of the security forces were 
killed, four wounded, and two missing in a bandit ambush in the Gua 
Musang area. Five bandits were believed killed. 
27 Mar.—Bandits derailed a train between Mentakab and Bahau. 
28 Mar.—Five bandits were killed and two soldiers wounded in an 


engagement in the Jementah area of Segamat. 
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One special constable was killed and another wounded in an ambush 
in the Taiping area of Perak. 

Mr Attlee’s statement of policy (see Great Britain). 

30 Mar.—Mr del Tufo, acting Chief Secretary of the Federation, told 
a press conference at Kuala Lumpur that Gen. Briggs, the newly- 
appointed director of operations, would work directly under the High 
Commissioner. 

Two special constables were killed and one wounded in a bandit 
attack twelve miles from Kuala Lumpur. 

31 Mar.—Three British soldiers and two police constables were 
killed in a bandit ambush in the Bahau area. 

2 Apr.—The anti-bandit month ended. 

Twenty-six people were injured by a grenade thrown in an amuse- 
ment park in Kuala Lumpur. A woman bandit was killed in a raid in the 
Jerantut district of Pahang. In the Kuala Pilah district of Negri 
Sembilan a constable was killed in a bandit attack. 

In a raid on Damansara village, seven miles from Kuala Lumpur, 
bandits killed one Indian and three Chinese men and one woman, and 
wounded two others. In the Bahau area bandits ambushed an estate 
lorry, killing four people and wounding three. An armoured train from 
Mentakab to Triang was derailed and fired upon. 

3 Apr.—Gen. Briggs arrived in Singapore. 

Four passengers in a mail train from Singapore to Kuala Lumpur 
were wounded by bandit fire. In Negri Sembilan a security force 
attacked a squatter hut, killing two bandits, one a woman, and arresting 
four other women. 

4 Apr.—A report on the organization of the police published after an 
investigation by a mission under Sir Alexander Maxwell recommended 
the division of the force into two bodies, one for ordinary police work 
and one for jungle operations. It also recommended that the Chinese in 
the Federation should be given a larger share of police work. 

Bandits attacked an armoured car escort on the road from Paloh to 
Yong Peng in Johore, killing a police constable and wounding a British 
civil service officer who later died. 

5 Apr.—The Federal Government announced plans for the continua- 
tion of voluntary efforts against the bandits. A uniformed auxiliary 
police force would be set up in all the main towns, the village guard and 
coast-watching services would be extended, squatter resettler teams 
would be increased, and propaganda work by volunteers be developed. 
A warning was given that the emergency could not be ended without 
the full co-operation of the public and voluntary assistance. 

A Chinese man was shot dead by bandits in a cemetery near Pahang. 


MALTA. 1 Apr.—Sir George Schuster, a British financial expert, 
arrived in Malta to inquire into the economic and financial state of the 
island. 


NETHERLANDS. 27 Mar.—China. The Government accorded de 
jure recognition to the Chinese Communist Government. 
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1 Apr.—Agreements reached in Jakarta (see Indonesia). 


NEW ZEALAND. 4 Apr.—Sterling-Dollar Balance. Mr Holland, 
Prime Minister, said that the Government would do all in their power 
to ensure that the U.K. was not embarrassed by the dollar requirements 
of New Zealand. The country’s dollar deficit in 1949 was $53 m. and it 
was estimated that it would be $33 m. in the current year. 


NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY. 24 Mar.—The Military Production 
and Supply Board met at the Hague. 

25 Mar.—The standing group of the Military Committee met at 
the Hague. 

28 Mar.—A statement issued after a meeting of the Military Commit- 
tee at the Hague announced unanimous agreement on an integrated 
defence plan for submission to the Defence Ministers. Details of organi- 
zation and planning resulting from recommendations by the regional 
planning groups and the standing group had also been considered. The 
plan agreed upon was based on ‘the agreed strategic concept of the 
North Atlantic Pact countries. It emphasizes the responsibilities assum- 
ed by each nation to participate, with the maximum force it can provide, 
in assuring the continued security of the territories covered by the 
North Atlantic organization’. It also emphasized the principle of a 
‘harmonization and integration of national efforts’. 

29 Mar.—A meeting of the Defence, Finance, and Economic Com- 
mittee was held in London. 

1 Apr.—The Defence Committee met at the Hague. A communiqué 
issued later said that the Ministers had approved the plans recommended 
by the Military Committee which called for ‘an integrated defence of the 
entire North Atlantic area, as distinguished from individual national 
defence’. These plans would be kept under continuous review. The 
Ministers had concerned themselves in particular with the role to be 
played by the Military Production and Supply Board which would 
ensure the most efficient employment of the funds appropriated in each 
nation for military production, and had given specific directives to this 
board to implement standardization of equipment and ensure co- 
ordinated production. Having recognized the great importance of 
adequate financing to carry out the plan they had requested the Defence, 
Finance, and Economic Committee to survey the financial and economic 
potentialities available for defence purposes. Considerable progress had 
been made towards the attainment of collective security but further 
sustained efforts would be required. Mr Johnson, the U.S. Secretary of 
Defence, told a press conference that the meeting had been marked 
by ‘extraordinary unanimity’. 


PAKISTAN. 23 Mar.—Dr Hussain, the acting Foreign Minister, told 
Parliament that Pakistan would remain in the Commonwealth so long 
as it suited her best. The Government’s foreign policy was to work in 
co-operation with other countries through the United Nations to 
maintain world peace. 
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28 Mar.—Communal Unrest. Mr Liaquat Ali Khan, Prime Minister, 
told Parliament that he had accepted Pandit Nehru’s invitation to visit 
Delhi for discussions on the communal question. He also said that he 
and Mr Nehru had agreed on a joint declaration expressing the 
determination of each Government to punish the wrongdoers, rehabili- 
tate those who had suffered during the disturbances, and provide full 
protection to minorities. It also provided for the appointment in each 
country of a committee of inquiry to investigate the cause and extent of 


' the disorders. He said that his tour in East Bengal had satisfied him that 
the actual facts had no relation to the ghastly picture painted by the 


Indian press: 428 people had been killed, 586 wounded, and 4,000 


arrested in the province; as a result of police fire 11 people were killed 


and 24 wounded. Over 400,000 Muslims had crossed from India into 
East Bengal, while the daily rate of influx was 15,000 to 20,000. 
The number of Hindus who had left East Bengal was probably rather 


_ similar. The main reasons why Hindus were leaving East Bengal were 


the fear of reprisals as a result of the influx of Muslims from West 


_ Bengal, and the persistent talk in India of invading Pakistan. 


1 Apr.—Communal Unrest. Mr Ali Khan said in a broadcast that there 
had been ‘complete peace’ in eastern Pakistan for over a month. The 
initiative in the Delhi discussions rested primarily with India but the 
Pakistanis would do their utmost to reach agreement. 

2 Apr.—Mr Ali Khan in Delhi (see India). 


PALESTINE. 30 Mar.—Financial agreement with Britain (see Great 
Britain). 
31 Mar.—Five Jews were killed when a mine exploded at Wadi 


| Shahlala, near the Egyptian border in the Negeb, according to an 
official Israeli report which attributed the incident to an Arab ambush. 


4 Apr.—Adoption of statute for Jerusalem (see U.N. Trusteeship 


Council ). 


Arab Communist demonstrations in Nablus (see Jordan). 


PARAGUAY. 3 Apr.—Trade agreement with Britain (see Great 
_ Britain). 


PERSIA. 26 Mar.—The King of Afghanistan arrived in Teheran on a 


State visit. 


3 Apr.—Government Changes. A new Cabinet was announced which 


_ included the following Ministers:— Mr Ali Mansur, Prime Minister; 
_ Mr Hossain Ala, Foreign Affairs; Mr Ebrahim Zand, Interior; and Gen. 
_ Yazdanpanah, War. 


PORTUGAL. 28 Mar.—Trade agreement with Italy (see Italy). 

_ 29 Mar.—Admiral Sherman, Chief of U.S. Naval Operations, 
arrived in Lisbon. 

_ 30 Mar.—China. A statement issued by the Government said that 
_ on 6 March Chinese Government patrol boats had violated Portuguese 
_ territorial waters near Macao and had approached close to the Portu- 
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MALILAND, ITALIAN. : Apr.—Trusteeship was formally 
ded over to the Italians by the British authorities. A message 
ceived from Signor Finaudi, the Italian President. assured the neonle 
italy intended to perform her task in the spirit of the United 
tions and in such a way as to assist, after a neriod of ten vears. in the 
tablishment of an independent Government 


UTH AFRICA. 20 Mar.—Restatement of policv on Protectorates 
Great Britatn). 
ipr.—The ‘Treasurv announced that 1n future all exports of dia- 
onds—except to Britain—must be paid tor in U.S. dollars. 


‘PAIN. 26 Mar.—It was ljearned that a military court had sentenced 
zhteen men, including a tormer Civili Governor ot Madrid, to prison 
ms ranging trom eight to twenty-five years tor conspiring with the 
narchists tor the overthrow of Gen. Franco. 
Viar.—British reathrmation ot policy (see Great rita). 
\iar.—Gibraltar. Senor Costa, director of the ofnciai news agency, 
ud in a broadcast that Gibraitar was no ionger of any vaiue to britain 
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RLA, 20 Mar.—Closing oi irontiers with the Lebanon (see Leoanon). 


HAILAND. 24 Mar.—ising Phumiboi Aduidet returned to bangkok 
iving compieted his studies in Switzerland. 
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TRIESTE. 2 a Statement by Count Sforza (see Jtaly), 
2 Apr —Ficht leputies and senators representing 
aries except nists and Nenni Socialists met in the } 
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PALESTINE CONCILIATION COMMISSI 

4 Apr —-M. de Botsancer, the French chairman of the Commisei 
left Geneva tor consultations in ferusalem and other Middle Eas 
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PORTUGAL (continued) 
guese island of Coloane. Portuguese troops had opened warning fire and 
the patrol boats had opened fire on houses in Coloane. After a short 
exchange of fire the boats had withdrawn. No one was injured on the 
Portuguese side but it was believed that there were some casualties on 
the Chinese side. The statement denied an earlier version of the incident 
given by the Chinese Communist news agency according to which 
Portuguese troops had opened fire on two patrol boats ‘on the high 
seas’. 
31 Mar.—Admiral Sherman left Lisbon for French Morocco. 

It was learned that five persons accused of Communist tendencies 
had been sentenced to terms of imprisonment ranging from two and a 
half years to two months. 


RHODESIA, SOUTHERN. 5 Apr.—Decision to appoint U.K. High 
Commissioner (see Great Britain). 


RUMANIA. 26 Mar.—Frontier incident (see Yugoslavia). 


SARAWAK. 4 Apr.—Mr Anthony Foster Abell was sworn in as 
Governor. 


SOMALILAND, ITALIAN. 1 Apr.—Trusteeship was formally 
handed over to the Italians by the British authorities. A message 
received from Signor Einaudi, the Italian President, assured the people 
that Italy intended to perform her task in the spirit of the United 
Nations and in such a way as to assist, after a period of ten years, in the 
establishment of an independent Government. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 30 Mar.—Restatement of policy on Protectorates 
(see Great Britain). 

2 Apr.—The Treasury announced that in future all exports of dia- 
monds—except to Britain—must be paid for in U.S. dollars. 


SPAIN. 26 Mar.—It was learned that a military court had sentenced 
eighteen men, including a former Civil Governor of Madrid, to prison 
terms ranging from eight to twenty-five years for conspiring with the 
Monarchists for the overthrow of Gen. Franco. 

27 Mar.—British reaffirmation of policy (see Great Britain). 

31 Mar.—Gibraltar. Sefior Costa, director of the official news agency, 
said in a broadcast that Gibraltar was no longer of any value to Britain 
since she had lost her mastery of the seas and her balance of power. “To 
continue an insult without reaping any possible benefit has no possible 
explanation.’ 


SYRIA. 26 Mar.—Closing of frontiers with the Lebanon (see Lebanon). 


THAILAND. 24 Mar.—King Phumibol Aduldet returned to Bangkok 
having completed his studies in Switzerland. 
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28 Mar.—The Government announced their recognition of South 
Korea. 


TRIESTE. 26 Mar.—Statement by Count Sforza (see Italy). 

2 Apr.—Eighteen Italian deputies and senators representing all 
parties except the Communists and Nenni Socialists met in the Free 
Territory and passed a resolution asking that the council of four 
Ambassadors responsible for executing the Italian peace treaty should 
examine conditions in the Yugoslav zone of Trieste. 


TURKEY. 24 Mar.—Treaty with Italy (see Italy). 


UNITED NATIONS 
GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE 

23 Mar.—It was learned that the contracting parties, meeting in 
Geneva, had adopted a resolution recommending that the Geneva and 
Annecy agreements remain in force for three years after the termination 
of the forthcoming negotiations at Torquay. 


INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

30 Mar.—Balkans Peace Treaties. The court decided by 11 votes to 3 
(U.S.S.R., Poland, Yugoslavia) that disputes existed with Bulgaria, 
Hungary, and Rumania subject to the provisions for the settlement of 
disputes contained in the three treaties. It also held that the Govern- 
ments of the three countries should carry out these provisions, including 


the appointment by them of representatives to the treaty commissions 
to investigate the disputes. If these appointments were not made within 
one month a third member of the treaty commissions might be ap- 
pointed by the U.N. Secretary-General, in accordance with a clause in 
the treaties relating to possible non-agreement between the two parties. 


PALESTINE CONCILIATION COMMISSION 

4 Apr.—M. de Boisanger, the French chairman of the Commission, 
left Geneva for consultations in Jerusalem and other Middle East 
capitals, 


TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL 

2 Apr.—Somaliland. It was learned that the Italian Government had 
informed the Council that they did not accept the frontier line of 
Somaliland drawn by Great Britain, and must reserve their position as 
the matter had been decided unilaterally. 

4 Apr.—fFerusalem. The Council at its meeting in Geneva adopted the 
revised statute for Jerusalem by g votes to nil, with Britain and the 
U.S.A. abstaining. Based on the draft originally drawn up in 1947 it 
provided that the city be administered by a Governor with executive 
authority, appointed by and responsible to the Trusteeship Council, and 
by a Legislative Council elected by local Christian, Jewish, Muslim, and 
mixed interests. The financial system would be supported partly by 
U.N. loans and partly by local revenue. A complete legal system was 
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U.N. TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL (continued) C 
also provided for. The date when the statute should enter into force ni 
would be decided later by the Council. re 

Fadhil al Jamali (Iraq) said that the Arabs and Muslims only accepted of 
the sacrifice of internationalization on condition that the integrity of the fe: 
area was respected, that the inhabitants who were now refugees were an 
rehabilitated, and that the statute was actively implemented. It was fie 
decided that the text of the statute be submitted to the Governments of an 
Israel and Jordan with a request for their co-operation. fo: 

Mr Eban (Israel) reaffirmed his Government’s view that Jerusalem im 
formed an integral part in the political and economic life of Israel and | 
said that the statute must face the test of comparison with the actualities tio 
of existing conditions. Israel would await the result with tranquility. mi 
He also repeated the Israeli offer that a U.N. representative should agi 
supervise the Holy Places by virtue of an agreement between Israel and . 
the United Nations. Se 

5 Apr.—It was learned that the Israeli Government had invited all the sai 
members of the Council, except the Iraqi member, to visit the Jerusalem pr 
area and make local inquiries about the implementation of the statute. tak 


UNITED STATES. 23 Mar.—Defence. Gen. Eisenhower, speaking in rai 
New York, said that the U.S.A. had disarmed beyond the point of un 


safety. net 
Admiral Sherman in London (see Great Britain). Bai 
24 Mar.—Protest against new rouble-dollar exchange rate (see cor 
U.S.S.R.). 
25 Mar.—E.R.P. President Truman wrote to Mr McKee, chairman Fo 
of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, warning Congress that sharp anc 
cuts in foreign aid spending might precipitate a third world war, and Mr 
appealing to the House of Representatives to approve the full amount an 
requested by the Administration for the Foreign Aid programme. Pre 
Senator Vandenberg, Republican, in a letter to Mr Hoffman, the I 
E.C.A. administrator, paid a tribute to the E.C.A. for its success in Rey 
thwarting Russia’s plans for world domination and in giving new hope sab 
to western civilization. He proposed that with the approaching end of ma 
E.R.P. an ‘unpartisan’ commission be set up, on the lines of the former the 
Harriman Commission, to ‘resume independent, advisory studies of our 
new responsibilities as the world’s largest creditor nation, and the Aid 
world’s spearhead in the quest for dependable peace’. up 
27 Mar.—Admiral Sherman in Frankfurt (see Germany). Pale 
It was announced that Dr Jessup had been appointed senior policy $25 
adviser to the Secretary of State and would also retain his rank as C 
Ambassador-at-large. agre 
28 Mar.—E.R.P. The House of Representatives voted by 178 to 87 the 
to strike out the proposal that $1,000 m. of the amount authorized fron 
should be in the form of Government-held surplus farm products. 2 
Lifting of travel ban to Yugoslavia (see Yugoslavia). a re 
29 Mar.—Admiral Sherman in Lisbon (see Portugal). Mc 


Defence. Gen. Eisenhower, called before the Senate Appropriations emf 


an 
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Committee to account for his statement of 23 March, said that he did 
not believe that the U.S.A. had destroyed its defence. He did not 
recommend any major increases in expenditure but rather a reallotment 
of the funds for different activities. There were three fields in which he 
feared economy had gone too far—the maintenance of the Air Force, 
anti-submarine defence, and the question of garrisoning the major air- 
fields in Alaska. He was “distressed and alarmed’ at the Asiatic situation 
and asked Congress to study the question of military and economic help 
for South-East Asia. In a supplementary memo he also emphasized the 
importance of industrial mobilization. 

Far East. Senator Connally, chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee, said that Dr Jessup had urgently appealed to the com- 
mitteee for increased aid to Far Eastern countries in their struggle 
against Communism. 

30 Mar.—Under-developed Areas. Mr Acheson in a statement to the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee on the ‘Point Four’ programme, 
said that the draft Bill (Act for International Development) was the 
product of careful study in which forty-three Government agencies had 
taken part. Its object was to encourage the exchange of technical skills 
and promote the flow of investment capital where these could help to 
raise standards of living. Most of the capital needed must come from the 
under-developed areas themselves. Foreign capital, however, would be 
needed from three main sources:— private investors, the International 
Bank, and the Export-Import Bank. The banks should supplement, not 
compete with, private capital. 

Defence. It was announced that Mr Symington, Secretary of the Air 
Force, had been appointed chairman of the National Resources Board 
and that Mr Pace, director of the Bureau of the Budget, was to succeed 
Mr Gordon Gray as Secretary of the Army. Mr Gray, until taking up 
an academic post in the summer, would act as Special Adviser to the 
President to conduct a study of problems relating to the dollar gap. 

President Truman, speaking at Key West, Florida, accused some 
Republican members of the Senate of helping the Kremlin by trying to 
sabotage U.S. foreign policy. He described Senator McCarthy, who had 
made allegations of Communist infiltration in the State Department, as 
the greatest asset the Kremlin had. 

31 Mar.—E.R.P. The House of Representatives passed the Foreign 
Aid Bill by 287 votes to 86. The total of $3,100 m. approved was made 
up of $2,850 m. for E.R.P., $27,450,000 for aid to refugees from 
Palestine, $200 m. for economic aid to the general Far Eastern area, and 
$25 m. for the Point Four programme. 

China. Mr Acheson told a press conference that the Sino-Soviet 
agreement for the joint exploitation of the resources of Sinkiang showed 
the apparent resumption on a grand scale of the detachment of Sinkiang 
from China. 

2 Apr.—Germany. The House Appropriations Committee published 
a report of the testimony given before it some weeks earlier by Mr 
McCloy, the U.S. High Commissioner in Germany, in which he 
emphasized his opinion that Soviet pressure on the West sprang not 
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UNITED STATES (continued) 

from their fear of attack but from their feeling of strength and hope of 
success. The points of attack were Germany and the Far East but 
Germany was still the main goal. Referring to the Whitsun march on 
Berlin planned by the Communist Youth organization, he said that ‘no 
demonstration, juvenile or otherwise, shall deter us from our course and 
objectives in Berlin’. 

Ina letter to Mr Gray, issued by the White House, President Truman 
summarized the attempts being made by the U.S.A. to help foreign 
countries overcome their post-war difficulties, and said that such 
assistance was, of course, temporary. ‘Our basic policy has been, and 
must continue to be to help to build a structure of international 
economic relationships which will permit sound economic growth 
without the necessity for special financial aid. We must be certain that 
we are taking every possible step to attain this objective. We are now 
a creditor nation and this fact has an important bearing on both our 
domestic and foreign policies’. Mr Gray’s main task as Special Adviser 
to the President would be to ‘advise and assist in co-ordinating and 
stimulating the activities of various Governmental agencies which can 
contribute to the solution of the problem’. This task was above partisan- 
ship. 

The White House also published a memo called ‘The balance of pay- 
ments problem’ which gave a general account of the gap between U.S. 
exports and imports since the end of the war. It emphasized that the 
current international economic problems lay in the field of international 
trade and said that policies now being made must be considered not only 
in domestic but in international terms. 

3 Apr.—E.R.P. Gen. Marshall speaking at a ceremony in Washington 
to celebrate the half-way mark of the European Recovery Programme 
said that when considering the question of continuing the programme 
it was essential to remember that they were now engaged in a great 
struggle, the winning of which was ‘as vital to the peace and prosperity 
of the world as any military campaign in history’. The programme must 
be carried through on the scale planned but the termination date of 
30 June 1952 must be adhered to. Tremendous difficulties lay ahead, 
requiring a miracle of co-operation. But he felt that one near-miracle 
had already been accomplished and it was not unreasonable to work for 
and expect another. Mr Acheson said that trade was a ‘two-way street’ 
and that the U.S.A. bore a large responsibility for balancing its trade 
with the world and thus closing the dollar gap. They had to lay solid 
foundations for the future with the participating countries, and must 
draw more closely together and co-ordinate economic policies if they 
were to build a workable system. Mr Hoffman also spoke and messages 
were received from President Truman, Sir Stafford Cripps, and others. 

4 Apr.—Mr McCloy on Germany and a united Europe (see Great 
Britain). 

Atlantic Pact. Mr Acheson, speaking on the first anniversary of the 
signing of the Treaty, outlined its objectives and emphasized the 
necessity for an even closer association in the North Atlantic community. 
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Under-developed Areas. The Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
approved the $45 m. requested by the Administration to initiate the 
Point Four programme. It limited the duration of the programme to 
five years. 

Defence. President Truman nominated Mr Thomas Finletter as 
Secretary of the Air Force, in succession to Mr Symington. 

5 Apr.—Mr Acheson addressing a press conference made the follow- 
ing points:— Germany: There was no change in the Government’s 
policy of disarming Germany. He also said the U.S.A. was strongly in 
favour of Germany immediately accepting the invitation to become an 
associate member of the Council of Europe. Greece: The Government 
approved the attitude recently expressed in a letter from the Ambassador 
in Athens to the Greek Government (see p. 211). China: The State 
Department was considering proposals to send food to the famine- 
stricken areas of Communist China. There was a strong humanitarian 
desire in the U.S.A. to relieve Chinese suffering, but many difficulties 
were involved. He confirmed that there was no change in the Govern- 
ment’s attitude to the Chinese Communist Government. Argentina: 
The Argentine Government had taken a series of actions which had 
placed their relations with the U.S.A. on a sounder basis. He had 
recently conferred in Washington with the Argentine Finance Minister 
and various suggestions for U.S. financial aid to Argentina were under 
consideration. 

E.R.P. Mr Harriman, representative in Europe of the E.C.A., said on 
arrival in New York that Britain had given an assurance of her intention 

to join the proposed European payments union. 


U.S.S.R. 24 Mar.—The Government received a U.S. Note protesting 
that the new rouble-dollar exchange rate was ‘completely unjustified’ 
_ and would greatly increase the cost of operating the U.S. Embassy. 

27 Mar.—A British Note was received by the Government protesting 
' against the announcement of the reduction and the imminent abolition 
of the diplomatic exchange rate for the rouble. 
' China. A thirty-year agreement with China was signed in Moscow 
providing for the establishment of two Sino-Soviet companies for the 
exploitation of the oil and non-ferrous metal resources of Sinkiang 
' province. Capital, control, and profits would be shared equally and the 
companies would be managed alternately by the contracting parties. 
_ Another agreement which was signed provided for the establishment of 
ajoint civil aviation company based on equal participation. 


_ WEST INDIES. 3 April—Order in Council embodying new Consti- 
tution for Trinidad (see Great Britain). 


WESTERN UNION. 31 Mar.—About roo senior Army and Air Force 
_ officers from the five member countries concluded a four-day conference 
at Old Sarum. It was attended by Field-Marshal Montgomery, chair- 
man of the C.-in-C. committee, Gen. de Lattre de Tassigny, C.-in-C. 
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WESTERN UNION (continued) 
Land Forces, Air Chief Marshal Robb, C.-in-C. Air Forces, and 
Admiral Jaujard, Flag Officer, Western Europe. 


YUGOSLAVIA. 26 Mar.—Elections. A general election was held, 
Ninety-three per cent of the total vote was in favour of the People’s 
Front candidates. Out of a total electorate of over 9,700,000 about 
600,000 persons cast a negative vote and about 680,000 did not vote at 
all. 

Italian statement on Trieste (see Trieste). 

Rumania. Rumanian armed forces opened fire on Yugoslav territory 
in an attempt to upset polling in the two frontier villages of Raojevo and 
Hetina, according to an official announcement. 

27 Mar.—Marshal Tito in an interview with French journalists said 
that East and West must come to an understanding or ‘prepare for a 
merciless fight’. Yugoslavia wished to find agreement with all peace- 
loving nations who respected her independence. 

28 Mar.—The U.S. Ambassador announced an agreement between 
the U.S.A. and Yugoslavia lifting the U.S. ban of over three years on 
travel by Americans in Yugoslavia. 

2 Apr.—Greece. A leading article in Borba, the Communist Party 
organ, said that the Government wanted to re-establish normal relations 
with Greece but only when the Greek Government had proved that it 
was independent of Mr Tsaldaris’s ‘Fascist and aggressive’ Populist 
Party and other right-wing elements. The Government of Mr Venizelos 
was a mere ‘tool in the hands of the most reactionary Greek forces’. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


F.A.O. Council, Eighth Session, Rome. 

World Health Assembly, Geneva. 

General Election, Turkey. 

(approx). Meeting of the Council of the North Atlantic 
Treaty, London. 

(approx.) Conference of British, French, and U.S. Foreign 
Ministers, London. 

Meeting of Commonwealth Consultative Committee on 
Economic Aid for South-East Asia, Sydney. 

UNESCO, General Conference, Fifth Session, Florence. 
General Election, South Korea. 

I.C.A.O. Assembly, fourth session, Montreal. 

Economic Commission for Europe, fifth session, Geneva. 
International Socialist Conference, Copenhagen. 
Trusteeship Council, seventh session, Lake Success. 
I.L.0. Conference, Geneva. 

Seventh Imperial Press Conference, Ottawa 

Council of the International Chamber of Commerce, Paris. 
African Labour Conference, Elizabethville. 

Economic and Social Council, eleventh session, Geneva. 
Fourth Plenary World Power Conference, London. 
Consultative Assembly of the Council of Europe, Strasbourg. 
Fifth annual meeting of the Board of Governors of the 
International Bank. 

Fifth annual meeting of the Board of Governors of the 


International Monetary Fund. 
International Tariff Negotiations, Torquay. 
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